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Note that this plan will be adjusted as needed to align with the most current BC health 

requirements. 
 

For all non-COVID-19-related school emergency information and protocols, see the School 
Handbook (Administration, Teacher, or Student edition) 
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Introduction and Rationale 
On July 29, 2020, the BC Ministry of Education announced that BC schools will resume 
operation in Stage 2 of the Education Restart Plan in September. This stage is part of the 
Ministry of Education’s Five Stages Framework for K-12 Education, which has been developed 
so that schools may change and adapt to the circumstances presented by COVID-19. The 
purpose of this document is to provide details of how Columbia Academy will provide a valuable 
and effective learning environment throughout Stage 2 and each of the stages prescribed by the 
Ministry of Education. 
 
Columbia Academy recognizes that school supports children in developing their potential and 
acquiring the knowledge, skills and abilities they need for lifelong success. In-person learning, 
as a part of a child’s education, provides the opportunity for peer engagement, which supports 
social and emotional development as well as overall wellness. It also provides many children 
access to programs and services that are integral to their overall health and well-being. 
 
This document supports the CA COVID-19 Health & Safety Plan by outlining a number of the 
measures being taken at Columbia Academy to ensure the success and wellbeing of our 
community. A key component among these measures is the implementation of learning cohorts. 
Lowering the number of in-person, close interactions continues to be a key component of B.C.’s 
strategy to prevent the spread of COVID-19. A cohort is a group of students and staff who 
remain together throughout their period of study. The use of cohorts in schools allows for a 
significant reduction in the number of individual interactions, while allowing most students to 
receive in-person learning in a safe, comfortable, and close-to-normal school environment.  
 
Any questions pertaining to the content of this document may be directed to the school by 
phone, at 778-379-6811, or by email to info@columbiaacademy.ca.  
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Health and Safety 
Our school has an updated health and safety plan that implements the Public Health Guidance 
for K-12 Schools and WorkSafeBC requirements. The full details of this plan can be found on 
our school website. 
 
➢ Cleaning and disinfection: 

○ Cleaning and disinfecting shall be conducted at least twice daily in classrooms 
○ Cleaning and disinfecting of high-touch surfaces in common areas shall also be 

conducted at least twice dailly (hallways, washrooms, front desk, 
restricted-access kitchenette; all other common areas closed) 

○ Cleaning and disinfecting of all other areas in use shall be conducted at least 
once daily 

 
➢ Physical distancing: 

○ A barrier has been installed at the front desk, with distanced queue-spot decals 
installed for lineups. 

○ One-way traffic indicators have been posted in all hallways to minimize hallway 
congestion. 

○ Arrivals, breaks, and dismissals will be staggered to minimize hallway 
congestion. 

○ All classrooms have been arranged to allow for forward facing desks. 
○ The school has been divided into 2 learning groups, each of which will attend 

classes 3 days per week on alternating, extended days. 
 
➢ Hand hygiene: 

○ Hand hygiene stations are positioned at every site entrance and classroom 
○ Hand sanitizing will be required upon arrival to the school and upon entry to 

learning group areas 
○ Hand sanitizing and hand washing instructional materials posted throughout the 

building and distributed to all staff/students/parents/guardians. 
 
➢ Personal protective equipment: 

○ PPE shall be provided to all staff and students. 3 reuseable masks plus 1 face 
shield shall be allocated for each individual at the beginning of each 4 month 
term period 

○ Disposable masks shall available to all as needed.  
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○ Masks shall be mandated in all common areas and are encouraged at all times, 
while face shields optional for all (to be used in addition to, not in place of, 
masks). 

 
➢ Symptom assessment and illness policies/procedures: 

○ Daily home health check surveys have been distributed to the school community, 
indicating stay-at-home conditions. This health check is to be conducted by 
individuals daily, and will be confirmed upon arrival to the school. A temperature 
check for fever shall also be conducted with each individual upon arrival at 
school. 

○ If a health check or later self-identified report indicate symptoms, the on-site 
symptom onset protocol shall be engaged. 

○ The on-site symptom protocol will proceed as indicated in safety plan; staff or 
students shall be sent home if they display symptoms of COVID-19 that are not 
attributable to underlying conditions. COVID-19 testing will be requested before 
returning to school. 

 
➢ School facility access limitations: 

○ Individuals will only be permitted into the school if the health check survey and 
thermal scanner indicate that they display no symptoms of COVID-19.  

○ If any individual begins to experience symptoms of illness while at school, they 
will be immediately isolated and sent home. No individual will be permitted to 
take public transit home if they display symptoms of illness. 

○ As per the health check survey, anyone who has been exposed to someone with 
COVID-19 will be denied access to the school facility. 

○ As per the health check survey, anyone who has returned from international 
travel within the past 14 days will be denied access to the school facility. 

 
➢ Training 

○ All staff shall be trained in cleaning and disinfection procedures, communication 
procedures for enforcing school policies including COVID-19 safety rules, and 
on-site symptom onset procedures. 

○ This training shall be conducted on August 13th for school office staff. 
○ This training shall be conducted on September 10th for school teaching staff. 
○ This training shall be reviewed weekly in regular staff meetings. 

 
➢ Further Health and Safety details can be found in the School Safety Plan. 
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Learning Groups 
The BC Ministry of Education has announced that BC schools are to be ready for 5 different 
methods of instruction, so that school communities may adapt if risk to public health increases. 
The ministry has announced that stage 1 will not be used in the 2020/2021 academic year, and 
will not be used until a COVID-19 vaccine is widely available. For stages 2-5, student instruction 
shall be conducted in Learning Groups. 
 
➢ The following outlines key details of the four stages and learning groups at CA: 

○ Each student and each teacher shall be assigned to a learning group. 
○ Stage 2: Students are divided into two learning groups: Senior and Junior. These 

groups will attend their classes for three extended days each week. 
○ Stage 3: Senior and Junior are divided so that 50% of students attend class at 

school while 50% of students attend class remotely, on an alternating schedule. 
○ Stage 4: Senior and Junior are further divided so that 25% of students attend 

class at school while 75% of student attend class remotely, on an alternating 
schedule. 

○ Stage 5: All students in both groups attend class 100% remotely. 
○ In stages 2-5, classrooms are restricted to individual learning groups. No Senior 

students will be permitted inside of Junior group classrooms, and vice versa. 
○ In stages 2-5, non-instructional staff and external visitors are not assigned to a 

learning group and are expected to abide by all social distancing and PPE 
policies at all times. 

 
➢ The default learning group schedules for Stage 2 are as follows: 

○ Each term has been divided into two equal sections; students may be assigned 
to a new learning group at the conclusion of each section based on their 
graduation program course requirements. 

○ The Senior Group shall attend on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 
○ The Junior Group shall attend on Tuesday, Thursdays, and Saturdays. 

 
➢ Stage-specific schedule changes are as follows: 

○ In Stage 3, Senior and Junior learning groups shall be subdivided into secondary 
Senior A and Senior B, Junior A and Junior B groups, with each subgroup 
attending physical classes on alternating days while the other attends remotely.  

○ In Stage 4, tertiary levels of Senior 1, Senior 2, Senior 3, Senior 4, and Junior 1, 
Junior 2, Junior 3, and Junior 4, shall be assigned and attend classes on a 
rotational basis of physical and remote attendance. 

○ In Stage 5, all students in both groups shall attend class 100% remotely. 
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➢ Details of remote instruction are as follows: 
○ All remote instruction shall be carried out by use of Zoom software. 
○ All class attendance policies and other school policies shall continue to be in 

effect throughout physical or remote attendance at school. 
○ Google Classroom and Alma shall be in active use at all times, regardless of the 

medium of instruction or stage. Students shall be re-trained in the use of all 
relevant technology at the beginning of the school term to ensure their continued 
success. 
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Students with Diverse Abilities/Disabilities 
In alignment with the Equity and Inclusion Guiding Principles, our school is ensuring that 
students with diverse abilities/disabilities will: 
 
➢ Be able to attend school full time or have a plan to ensure supports and learning 

continue if a student needs to learn at home 
 

➢ Have access to the necessary health and safety supports 
 

➢ Continue to receive supports and services as identified in their IEP, including 1:1 
supports; and 
 

➢ Not be grouped in segregated settings as part of the establishment of cohorts. 

 

Transitional Programming 
The school will work within the guidelines set out by the BC Ministry of Education to provide a 
system of supports for students and families who are unable or not yet comfortable with a return 
to full time instruction. Students shall be offered an opportunity to attend a blended learning 
environment until a later point of the school year that is jointly determined by the school and the 
family of the student. 
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Communication and Engagement 
Our School Restart Plan and School Safety Plan have been developed alongside feedback from 
teachers, students, and parents/guardians in addition to the requirements laid out by the 
provincial government. 
 
➢ Concerns of families and students were received in response to weekly school updates, 

and were logged for consideration in development of the plan 
 

➢ The three day learning group school week was developed in direct response to families’ 
concerns pertaining to transit and public transportation 
 

➢ Other concerns have been addressed by adherence to existing requirements of the 
provincial government, including cleaning procedures, reduced interactions at school, 
use of personal protective equipment, and much more. 

  
➢ CA will ensure that all students, parents, and guardians are kept well informed of 

developments and expectations at school. To that end, the following measures will be 
implemented over the course of the term: 

○ A School Restart Plan Letter and COVID-19 Information Letter has been 
distributed to the school community 

○ Instructional posters regarding proper mask use, hygiene practices, and social 
distancing shall be distributed to the school community 

○ A school video shall be distributed to the school community, which will 
demonstrate the enhanced school environment for students before the start of 
classes 

○ The principal shall hold an orientation session for students on their first day of 
school 

○ Teachers shall provide an orientation lesson to students on their first day of 
school  

○ Daily morning announcements throughout the school term will provide students 
with the latest information regarding ongoing developments at school. 

○ A weekly update shall be distributed via the Alma Bulletin to keep the school 
community informed of the latest updates and developments 
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Supplemental Resources 
 
BC CDC Guidance for K-12 School Settings: 

http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance-k-1
2-schools.pdf  

BC CDC Quick Facts about the 2019 Novel Coronavirus:  
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/Coronavirus-FAQ-English.pdf  

BC CDC Quick Facts about the 2019 Novel Coronavirus, Translations: 
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/about-covid-19/translated-
content  

BC Ministry of Education COVID-19 Information for Parents: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/covid-19-return-to-school  

BC Ministry of Education Restart Plan July 29th Announcement Text & Video: 
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020EDUC0040-001415  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MoqjWBNMBSE  

BC Ministry of Education School Restart Plan: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/covid-19-return-to-school  

WorkSafeBC Protocols for Returning to Operation (Education K-12): 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returning-safe-oper
ation/education  
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